Art Education 


The appearance of this first issue 
of Art Education is a signifcant 
event. It is positive and definite evi- 
dence that, as part of the new 
National Art Education Association, 
progress is being made toward 
strengthening, on a national basis, 
the field of art teaching. Though 
only a beginning, the important 
point is that a beginning has been 
made and that we are moving. We 
are building further on the founda- 
tions that have been laid—in the 
four established regional associa- 
tions, and, more recently, the Art 
Department. 

It is interesting to compare the 
situation now with that which ex- 
isted a year ago. At that time a 
number of art educators from the 
various regional organizations de- 
cided that the strengthening of the 
national art organization was urgent 
and should be explored. Support of 
this idea was sufficiently general so 
that each of the regionals sent one 
or more representatives to the meet- 
ing of the Art Department in At- 
lantic City in February of 1947. 
Here, in several sessions, representa- 
tives discussed their problems and 
pooled their ideas and enthusiasms 
and out of this came a formulation 
of several plans for the reorganiza- 
tion of the Art Department; one, a 
plan of support in which those inter- 
ested individuals joined both a re- 
gional and the national along with a 
system of representation in a na- 
tional council based on numbers of 
. members from regionals; the other, 
a merger of the four regional associ- 
ations into one body so that anyone 
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joining a regional also joined the 
national and vice versa. 

Following this, at the spring con- 
ventions, each of the regionals pre- 
sented these plans to their member- 
ships and after discussions endorsed 
the second of the proposed plans. 
Other representatives were ap- 
pointed to attend the summer meet- 
ings of the N.E.A. where the matter 
would be further explored. Out of 
this meeting, held in Cincinnati on 
July 7th, were formulated what are 
in effect ‘‘Articles of Confedera- 
tion,”’ a series of specific proposals 
on which the merger of the regionals 
seemed feasible. Each of the re- 
gional organizations then proceeded 
to act on the merger in a manner 
best suited to its organization and 
geography. Southeastern Arts was 
first to take definite action by send- 
ing out ballots and conducting a poll 
by mail. The results were over- 
whelmingly in favor of unification. 
On November Ist, Eastern Arts 
called a special meeting of members 
in New York and voted unanimously 
to affiliate. At the present time, 
Western Arts is tallying the results 
of its voting and it is hoped that 
they are available at the time this 
issue goes to press. In Pacific Arts, 
general consent and approval of the 
idea has been given by the Council. 
This means that the National Art 
Education Association has become 
a reality and for the first time in 
art education a national group sup- 
ported by strong regional. organiza- 
tions is an actuality. Probably few 
other events in the development of 
our field are as significant. 
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For the first time art education 
can function as a strong national 
body. With the now considerable 
membership we already have, we 
are strong enough to make our 
weight felt when and where needed. 
In matters of policy, in dealings with 
other areas of education, we have 
now the strength and maturity to 
take our place along with the other 
school subjects. 

But there is much to be done. 
Only a start has been made. Our 
membership, though not inconsider- 
able, is still only a fraction of what 
it should be. 

There are two large categories of 
problems which we face. The first 
has to do with the fundamental 
necessity of working together. The 
merger has meant the bringing to- 
gether of four distinct and highly 
independent organizations, each 
with its own traditions and loyalties. 
Out of this new association must 
come a new unity and a new set of 
ideals and loyalties which will not 
supplant those already existing, but 
which will supplement and re-en- 
force them. Adjustments of various 
sorts will be necessary and part of 
the autonomy now enjoyed by each 
of the groups will undoubtedly have 
to be sacrificed for the larger gain. 
The important point to remember is 
that our interests now have become 
the entire field of art education, and 
not only art education in our own 
city, our own state, or our own re- 
gion. The cooperation to date of all 
individuals and groups in the work 
of setting up the new national has 
been remarkable and the profes- 
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sional spirit which has pervaded all 
of the discussions could hardly have 
been surpassed. There is every in- 
dication that organizational planning 
and action will proceed on the same 
lofty plane. 

The second major category of 
problems which we face as an organ- 
ization is professional in nature. In 
this area we already have a splendid 
tradition of performance in the work 
of each of the regionals, for the pro- 
fessional record of each of them is 
high. But now by operating on a 
national scale we can further define 
and intensify our field; we can ex- 
pand the arts into new and impor- 
tant areas. In developing new means 
of improving art instruction, we can 
work ourselves more firmly into the 
total fabric of education. 

The program of the convention 
which appears elsewhere in this is- 
sue follows, as can be seen, the 
two types of problems indicated 
above. A good deal of the time will 
be concerned with determining what 
our direction should be. To help in 
this, a number of non-art people 
with diversified backgrounds and in- 
terests are being brought in to help 
us get our bearings and to offer ideas 
and suggestions in helping chart our 
course. Professional problems also 
are considered and some of the 
speakers will give inspirational and 
helpful talks on specific matters of 
art teaching. Of particular im- 
portance will be the numerous meet- 
ings of new committees to formu- 
late policy and plans for action. 

It is hoped that you can show 
your interests in the new organiza- 
tion by attending these meetings 
next month and by participating in 
the discussions. If that is not pos- 
sible, write to the president of your 
regional organization ideas about 
matters which should be considered 
and what action should be taken. 

Hopeful as everyone is and grati- 
fied as we can be by progress already 
made, we must not expect that all 
our problems can be solved in the 
February meetings. In the words of 
the old saying, we will make haste 
slowly, for each of our moves and 
decisions must be carefully consid- 
ered in terms of the effects it will 
have on art education as a whole and 
on each of the cooperating regionals. 
We can look ahead with confidence 
and assurance. Art education is or- 
ganizing. 
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The appearance of Art Education 
is almost as significant as the adop- 
tion of the Cincinnati Proposals, or 
their ratification by one of the 
regional art associations. The latter 
events brought into being a national 
art association which, organically as 
well as in spirit, have given our field 
the first true semblance of unity. 

The present publication marks a 
new era in American art education 
since it is the first official journal to 
reach all art teachers and supervisors 
whose names appear on the rosters 
of regional groups. Thirty-five hun- 
dred copies will reach that many 
persons. But more important is the 
fact that even preliminary plans call 
for making Art Education the voice 
of the profession. 

Speaking of plans, the editorial 
policy thus far laid down will be for- 
ward looking, professional in charac- 
ter and altogether democratic. The 
success of this venture is dependent 
on the use that art educators will 
make of the pages of their organ. 
There will be room for the expres- 
sion of divergent points of view, of 
philosophies, methods, for news, or 
mere opinion. It is in the sifting of 
the contents of the printed page that 
alert art educators will come to their 
own conclusions. Briefly, then, this 
is your journal. Use it. 


YOUR ASSOCIATION 

The reorganization of the Art De- 
partment (NEA) is an example of 
professional growth and integrity. 
The willingness of the Department 
as well as of the regionals to merge 
into one strong national body, in 
order that the greater aims of art 
education might be served, is a trib- 
ute to those who for years carried 
on on both sides, in separate ways, 
but toward one final end. 

Now that organic union has been 
practically achieved, and that to the 
general satisfaction of all, as evi- 
denced by the action taken by the 
regionals, the responsibility for a 
strong, influential and effective or- 
ganization rests with the art teach- 
ers of America. They must not fail 
to see the import and the challenges 
of the opportunity which is now 
theirs. Having thrown the torch, it 
would seem apt to say: ‘‘be yours to 
hold it high.” 


HELP WANTED 


Do you have questions concerning the 
N.A.E.A.? Are you in need of pro- 
fessional information? Do you disagree 
with anything in this issue? Do you 
have suggestions to make? . . . If so, 
write to the editor and the next num- 
ber will bring you the answer in a 
new column, THE MAILBAG. 


Regional News 

EASTERN ARTS ASSOCIATION 
through its Council announces the 
broad details of its 37th Annual 
Convention to be held at the Hotel 
Pennsylvania, New York City, April 
1, 2, 3, 1948. The over-all theme is 
Art, The Balance Wheel in Educa- 
tion and will consider the following 
phases: a) What constitutes crea- 
tive art education? b) What are 
the available means for implement- 
ing a creative program of art educa- 
tion? and c) what is involved in 
the evaluation of understanding 
through art? Group conferences 
dealing with the general theme, clin- 
ical evaluation of the work of chil- 
dren from all levels will be under- 
taken by juries of experts, and vis- 
ual materials for the art program 
will be on exhibition. As usual, the 
“Ship” will hold its annual party and 
the Junior Division will have a 
strong program. 


WESTERN ARTS ASSOCIATION 
will hold its annual conclave May 5 
through 8, 1948, in Minneapolis. 
The Hotel Radison will be the head- 
quarters of the Convention. The co- 
operation of all art groups and insti- 
tutions in Minneapolis insures a 
worth while program. President 
Rosemary Beymer of Kansas City 
writes an appealing message to her 
constituents in the recent issue of 
the W. A. A. bulletin placing par- 
ticular emphasis on the N.A.E.A. 
Harold Hunsicker, Secretary, and 
Joseph K. Boltz, Chairman of the 
Council, have already done excellent 
work on the plans for N.A.E.A. 


SOUTHEASTERN ARTS ASSOCI- 
ATION has given evidence of the 
fullest cooperation in the organiza- 
tion of the N.A.E.A. A letter from 
Secretary Ruth E. Harris indicates 
100% approval of the Cincinnati 
Proposals. Joseph Marino-Merlo, 


President, was the representative of 
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his group at Cincinnati and helped 
considerably in laying the founda- 
tions of our organization. The Con- 
vention of S.E.A.A. will be heid in 
Columbia, S. C. Detai!s later. 


PACIFIC ARTS ASSOCIATION 


is girding its various groups for re- 
organization and unified action. In- 
dications of a strong interest in the 
national association are evident. 
Mrs. Lydia Fuller Largent, Secre- 
tary, as well as President Wede- 
meyer, have been very active in that 
project; our expectations are that 
the West Coast will come through 
with flying colors. 


Co Lid, bi R iA 
Committee 
In accordance with the proposals 


drawn up in Cincinnati on July 7, 
1947, a committee for the revision 


of the constitution of the Art De-- 


partment of the N.E.A. was formed. 
This was composed of the presidents 
of the four regional organizations, 
one other representative from each 
of the regionals, and the president 
of the Art Department, now the Na- 
tional Art Education Association. 
The personnel of this committee is 
listed below. 


A draft of the constitution has 
been formulated and sent to each of 
these committee members. On the 
basis of their suggestions, revisions 
will be made and a final draft pre- 
sented at the first meeting in Atlan- 
tic City in February. 


Committee Members: 


Rosemary Beymer (President, Western Arts 
Association), Director of Art, Public 
Schools, Kansas City, Mo. 

Ruth W. Coburn (President, Eastern Arts 
Association), State Director of Arts and 

— Crafts, Montpelier, Vermont. 

Dr. |. L. de Francesco, Secretary-Treasurer, 
National Art Education Association, and 
Director of Art Education, State Teachers 
College, Kutztown, Pa. 

Dr. Ray Faulkner, Executive Head, Art De- 
partment, Stanford University, California. 

Mrs. Carolyn S. Howlett, Director, Art Edu- 
cation, The School of the Art Institute of 
Chicago, Michigan Ave. and Adams St., 
Chicago 3, Ill. 

Joseph Marino-Merlo (President, Southeast- 
ern Arts Association), Associate Profes- 
sor of Applied Art, Alabama Polytechnic 
Institute, Auburn, Ala. 

Dr. J. B. Smith, head of the Art Department, 
University of Alabama, University, Ala. 


A. M. Wedemeyer (President, Pacific Arts 
Association), Art Center School, 5353 
West Third Street, Los Angeles 36, Calif. 

Dr. Edwin Ziegfeld, Chairman, and Presi- 
dent, National Art Education Association 
and Head, Dept. of Fine and Industrial 
Arts, Teachers College, Columbia Univer- 
sity, New York, N. Y. 


United Nations Appeal 
4or Children 
ART EDUCATION CAN HELP 


During the next month, “The 
Crusade for Children” will be 
launched through a_ nation-wide 
program—the press, the radio, and 
other kinds of communication. The 
official title is UNITED NATIONS 
APPEAL FOR CHILDREN. It is a 
program to help rescue from misery 
and starvation the War's most ter- 
rible casualty—children! There are, 
at the present time, hundreds of 
thousands of children who are starv- 
ing to death and who need our help 
desperately. ““The Crusade for Chil- 
dren” is an effort to help save the 
world’s most valuable resource. En- 
dorsement of this project has been 
given by practically every education- 
al organization of significance and 
by many individuals of prominence. 
Groups and organizations of all kinds 
are being solicited and have given 
their unqualified support to it. 

The National Education Associa- 
tion also has been appealed to for 
help in this humanitarian venture 
and has pledged its support. The 
campaign will be carried on largely 
at the local level so that the time 
when the work in any community 
will get under way will vary con- 
spicuously. 

As part of the National Educa- 
tion Association, we, as art teach- 
ers, also can and should help. Art 
work, as always, can perform a 
unique function in dramatizing 
needs and calling the attention of 
the public to whaot should be done. 
You are urged, therefore, as an art 
educator, to enlist the support of 
your class, your school system, your 
community, in this most worthy 
venture. Children, themselves, will 
respond in this program which will 
help other children. Art, the most 
humane of our school subjects, can 
also serve in this most humane of 
endeavors. LET US HELP SAVE THE 
CHILDREN OF THE WORLD! 


Briefs on Books 


STUDIES OF THE ‘FREE’ ART EXPRES- 
SION OF BEHA'VIOR PROBLEM CHIL- 
DREN AND ADOLESCENTS AS A MEANS 
OF DIAGNOSIS AND THERAPY, BY 
MARGARET NAUMBERG. 


Nervous and Mental Disease Monographs, 

New York, 1947. 

These studies describe how art 
expression in drawing, painting and 
modelling was used to aid in dis- 
covering conflicts which underlay 
serious mental disorders in the cases 
of several problem children. The 
conclusions drawn by Miss Naum- 
berg, while they relate directly to 
the use of art in diagnosis and 
therapy, have decided value to the 
teacher of normal children. They 
deal with the significance of the un- 
conscious and the important role of 
phantasy; changes that appear in 
the development of the child’s per- 
sonality as he finds that art expres- 
sion is a means of self-projection 
rather than a stereotyped language; 
the effectual use of art as a means 
of understanding child behavior. 
She draws implications as to the 
nature of the process of creativity 
and suggests this pertinent conclu- 
sion: 

“Should spontaneity be accepted 
as playing a more decisive role in the 
growth of the individual than was 
formerly recognized this would lead, 
inevitably, to certain modifications 
in our educational procedures for 
the reintegration of personality in 
behavior problem children.”’ 

ELIZABETH ADAMS HURWITZ. 


ART EDUCATION 


The Journal of the National Art 
Education Association 


1, L. DE FRANCESCO, Editor 


Business and Editorial Offices: 
State Teachers College, Kutztown, Pa. 
THE NATIONAL ART EDUCATION 

ASSOCIATION 
OFFICERS, 1947-1949 


President—Edwin Ziegfeld, Head, Dept. of 
and Industrial Arts, Teachers College, LS 
bia University, New York, 
Vice-President—Cara a" "Director of Art 
oe State Dept. of Education, Richmond, 


Secretary-Treasurer—italo L. de Direc- 
tor of Art Education, State Teachers College, 
Kutztown, Pa. 

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
a Church, District Supervisor of Art, Rio Vista, 


Ray Faulkner, Executive Head, . of Art, Stan- 
Alfred Art, Public Schools, 
ri lowe! irec Art, 
Cleveland, 
Dawn Ken Dept. of Art, Alabama 


College, "Ala. 
Bernice Setzer, Director of Art, Public Schools, 


Des Moines, low. 
(The Board will be “mee after the Atlantic 
City ing.) 
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Atlantic City Program 
HOTEL DENNIS 
February 21, 22, 23, 1948 


GENERAL THEME: ART EDUCA- 
TION ORGANIZES 


Saturday, Feb. 21 


9:30 A.M. Meeting of Consti- 
tution Revision Committee— 
Red Room, Marlborough-Blen- 
heim 


10-12 Noon Registration—Gar- 
den Lounge, Hotel Dennis 


2:30 P.M. GENERAL SES- 
SION—Garden Lounge, Hotel 
Dennis 


Theme: “Defining the Scope 
and Function of the N. A. 
E. 


Edwin Ziegfeld, Presiding 
Business Meeting 


The President’s Message and 
Annual Report 


The Secretary - Treasurer's 
Report 


The Revised Constitution 
The Resolutions 


Address: ““The Role of the Na- 
tional Art Education Asso- 
ciation as a National Organ- 
ization” —William G. Carr 


Address: “The Relation of the 
National Art Education As- 
sociation to a World Pro- 
gram of Education” —Vanett 
Lawler 


8:00 P.M. GENERAL SES- 
SION—Garden Lounge, Hotel 
Dennis 


Address: “Art and Adoles- 
cence”—Robin Bond 


Sunday, Feb. 22, Garden Lounge, 
Hote! Dennis 


8:30 AM. MEETING OF 
THE COUNCIL 


8:30 A.M. REGISTRATION 


GENERAL SESSION—Theme: 
“Art Education in the Na- 
tion’s Schools”’ 


Chairman: Earl B. Milliette 
“Art Enters a State Pro- 
gram’’—Fred Alexander 


“Art Reorganizes a City Sys- 
tem”’—T. Jackson Lowe 


gram”—Etta Rose Bailey 
“Art Permeates Classroom 
Activities” —Donald Ber- 
ger 
12:00 Noon LUNCHEON — 
Ozone Room, Hotel Dennis 
Marion Quin, Presiding 
Address: Tom Prideaux 


2:00 P.M. Meeting of the Edi- 
torial Board 


2:30 P.M. GENERAL SES- 
SION—Garden Lounge, Hotel 
Dennis 


Theme: “Policy and Research 
in the N.A.E.A.” 

Chairman: Ray Faulkner 

“Policy in Art Education and 
the School Administrator” 
—John Bartky 

“A Research Program for a 
Professional Organization” 
—C. Robert Pace 

“The Program of the Music 


Educators National Confer- 
ence’”’—Lilla Belle Pitts 


4:00 P.M. FIRST GENERAL 
SESSION—American Associa- 
tion of School Administrators 


7:30 P.M. MEETING OF 
POLICY AND _ RESEARCH 
COMMITTEE — Red Room, 
Marlborough-Blenheim 


8:00 P.M. SECOND GENER- 
AL SESSION—American Asso- 
ciation of School Administra- 
tors 


Monday, February 23 


8:30 A.M. MEETING OF 
THE COUNCIL 


9:30 A.M. MOTION PIC- 
TURES 
—‘‘Boundary Lines” 
—‘‘Giotto Frescoes, Arena 
Chapel, Padua’. 


10:00 A.M. GENERAL  SES- 
SION—Garden Lounge, Hotel 
Dennis 


Theme: “Observations on the 
Arts in General Education” 
Chairman: A. W. Wedemeyer 
a) In Higher Education — 
Earl McGrath 
b) In Secondary Education 
—Gordon MacKenzie 
c) Discussion: “What 
Should Be the Role of 
Art in General Educa- 
tion?” —A Panel of Art 
Educators 


1:00 P.M. COMMITTEE 
MEETINGS 
Executive Committee of the 
Council—Red Room, Marl- 
borough-Blenheim 


Application for Second Class 
Entry Pending at Kutztown Pa. 
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